NINETEENTH ANNUAL TOUR FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE RICHARD III SOCIETY


In the Footsteps of Richard III

June 20 – July 1, 2010

Come join our friendly little band of Ricardians for a delightful travel experience, as we explore the England of Richard III!  This tour is a perfect one for you if you are a sociable person with a keen interest in Richard and in medieval England.   Ranging from Edinburgh in the north to the southeast of England, our itinerary will feature a number of not-to-be-missed sites having associations with Richard III, such as Middleham Castle and church, the wonderful medieval city of York, and Crowland Abbey (once home to the Croyland Chronicler). And, of course, we will make our annual pilgrimage to Bosworth Battlefield where Richard lost his crown and his life.  After hanging our lovely memorial wreath at little Sutton Cheyney church, we will make our way to the Battlefield Centre.  Here we will be treated to a presentation at the new exhibition area that will explain each of the likeliest battlefield sites and update us on the progress being made at the site nearer to Dadlington.  This special day will come to a close with a visit to Dadlington Church, where most of the dead are buried.  Our itinerary will also include many other sites connected with Richard and England’s medieval period – Eastwell, Kent (home of Richard Plantagenet), marvelously medieval Nassington Prebendal Manor, the fine church at Thaxted in Essex, and splendid Canterbury Cathedral.

Among other interesting sites we plan to include in Britain’s North Country this year are fascinating Rosslyn Chapel (especially for de Vinci Code enthusiasts!), Melrose Abbey, the home of Sir Walter Scott, and mystical Holy Island, a favorite with tour members,.  And for the very first time, we will spend two days in the great Scottish city of Edinburgh and visit one-of-a-kind Bolsover Castle in Derbyshire.  Featured in the south of England will be Rochester’s mighty Norman castle, historical Battle Abbey, the charming little Cinque Port town of Rye and picturesque Ightham Mote.  

   Our journey will take us through some of Britain’s loveliest scenery, from bonny Scotland to the sunny south of England.  During the course of our travels, we will occasionally be welcomed and accompanied on our sightseeing by Ricardian friends from various English branches and groups ( always a special treat for us!   


A truly unique tour, The Ricardian Rover offers a great alternative to the impersonal, large “package” tour or the hassle of self-drive.  Just sit back and enjoy day after day of leisurely touring and real camaraderie in our comfortable mid-size coach.  Most of our lodgings will be attractive, smaller hotels and coaching inns in market towns and villages, where you’ll be met with a warm welcome, a comfortable room with full amenities, and delicious meals.  We will enjoy many lunches at charming country pubs that are recommended for their tasty food.  Your enthusiastic tour coordinator/escort will be long-time member Linda Treybig, who has planned and led 18 previous Ricardian tours.  

Group size is limited to a maximum of 12 (minimum of 8) with space available on a “first-come, first-served” basis.  Preference will be given to members of the Richard III Society, and English-speaking Society members from other countries are welcome as well!  Our annual tours have become quite popular and draw many repeat members. Several persons are already committed to the 2010 tour, so please register as early as possible!      

LAND TOUR RATE & PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  $ 3,100.00  (Single Supplement: $ 350.00).  Deadline for reservation form and deposit of $350.00 is February 8, 2010.  Balance in full is payable by April 8, 2010.  Airfare and expenses in London are not included in the rate.  Please see General Information. 
CANCELLATION FEES:

60 days or more before departure:
Loss of deposit plus any non-recoverable payments made on client’s behalf.

45-59 days before departure:
35% of tour cost plus any non-recoverable payments made on client’s                                                  behalf.       

30-44 days before departure:
50% of tour cost plus any non-recoverable payments made on client’s


behalf.


Less than 30 days before departure: 
Nonrefundable (but any recoverable monies may be returned to client.)                           

CANCELLATION PENALTIES APPLY,

SO TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED.
OUR ITINERARY

June 20:
Welcome!  A remarkable journey awaits us as we gather together this morning at our central Edinburgh hotel.   We will enjoy two days in this grand old city, giving you time to explore a few of its many historical sites, wander around in its fine shops, visit one of its excellent museums or lovely gardens, and even perhaps sample a bit of its traditional cuisine!   Then, tonight we will share our day’s adventures with one another as we enjoy the first of many tasty dinners together.  

   







                         OVERNIGHT (2 nights):  Edinburgh  

June 21:
This morning, we will meet our friendly tour driver and board our coach for a special half-day outing to Rosslyn Chapel nearby.  All of us, especially aficionados of  “The de Vinci Code”, are sure to appreciate this fantastic place with its richly carved interior; and we will have time to explore it to our heart’s content.  Following lunch nearby, we will return to Edinburgh, where you will have the remainder of the day and evening at leisure.    


June 22:
Today we set off down the road to England!  Before bidding farewell to Scotland, we will pay a visit to Sir Walter Scott’s mock Scots baronial home, Abbotsford House.   A true pilgrimage for Scott enthusiasts, all the most romantic names in history seem to be represented in this fascinating home.  Just down the road lies Melrose Abbey, probably the most beautiful of the four Borders abbeys founded by David I in the 12th century and burial place of Robert Bruce’s heart. And, finally, we make our way down to England’s northeast coast and the mystical island of Lindisfarne (Holy Island), the earliest and most influential seat of Christianity in England from which originated the glorious Lindisfarne Gospels (circa 698).  Although there is no trace of the first monastery, the remaining ruins of the Benedictine priory, dating from 1083 and very like the mother church in Durham, are an excellent example of Norman work.  At the request of many previous tour members, we will enjoy an overnight stay in this little community, with plenty of time to explore the priory, Linsdisfarne Caslte, the small museum and shops and just absorb the atmosphere and history of a special place indeed!











           OVERNIGHT (1 night):  Lindisfarne
June 23:
Bright and early this morning, we cross the causeway back to the mainland and continue our journey south, our ultimate destination being North Yorkshire.  But first, a visit to spectacularly-sited Warkworth Castle, a stronghold of the Percy family.  Begun before 1215 AD, its fine ruins include an outstanding, fully floored 15th century keep.  The afternoon will feature another interesting site (yet to be determined) as we make our way to our comfortable little hotel in Yorkshire.                 











         OVERNIGHT (3 nights):  Near Thirsk

June 24:
Let’s begin our stay in Yorkshire with a day of leisure in the ancient city of York! In this timeless, eminently walkable city, you can stroll through a maze of medieval streets, walk the ancient walls, browse in fine shops, and visit many worthy attractions.  You shouldn’t’ miss glorious York Minster (250 years in the making!) or the Merchant Adventurers Hall, Europe’s most outstanding medieval guildhall (with which Richard was doubtless well acquainted).  This marvelous small city also boasts the ruins of Clifford’s Castle, the National Railway Museum, the one-of-a-kind Castle Museum, the York Museum where the famous Middleham Jewel can be found, and much, much more.  And why not enjoy afternoon tea or a tasty lunch at one of York’s restaurants or a riverside pub?  No matter how many times one visits York, there always seems to be something new to see and enjoy!       

June 25:
Richard’s favorite dwelling in all England must claim high priority in the itinerary of any Ricardian!  So, today our sightseeing will begin in the appealing little market town of Middleham, where we’ll greet old friends from the Yorkshire Branch and spend the morning exploring the extensive ruins of Richard’s mighty castle, as well as the parish church of St. Mary and St. Alkelda.  This afternoon, we will enjoy time in Ripon, visiting its historical little cathedral and seeing what’s on offer in its shops.  Or, if time allows, we may even squeeze in another interesting site in this area to round off a very satisfactory day. 
June 26:
This morning, we hit the road again and continue our journey southwards to Leicestershire.  Along the way, we plan to pay a first-time visit to Bolsover Castle.   Once a large Norman motte & bailey castle dating from the Conquest, Bolsover’s keep, in the days of Charles I, was transformed into a delightful mock-medieval curiosity with an elaborately decorated interior, and the castle remains also include the oldest and best indoor riding school in England.  Then, it’s on to our attractive hotel, where you’ll have the rest of the day to spend as you choose – catch a little shut-eye, take care of some laundry, or explore the bustling little town.  Why not find out what made the Melton Mowbray pie such an English tradition?     
                   









 OVERNIGHT (2 nights):  Melton Mowbray 

June 27:
Today is our banner day  – the day we pay tribute to the life and death of Richard III!  After hanging our lovely memorial wreath at little Sutton Cheyney church, we’ll transfer to the Bosworth Battlefield Centre.  Here, in the new exhibiton area, we will be treated to an outstanding presentation that will explain each of the likeliest 

battlefield sites and update us on the progress being made at the now-favored site nearer to Dadlington. The day will also include short visits to this site, the stone erected to the memory of Richard III, and King Richard’s Well, 

where tradition has it that he slaked his thirst before the battle.  The entire day will be devoted to the Bosworth area and will also include a visit to Dadlington Church, where most of the dead lie buried.  Time permitting, we may even manage to take a look at the pleasant old church at Stoke Golding, where Henry Tudor is said to have been crowned after the battle. We should find plenty to discuss over dinner tonight!     


June 28:
On tap this morning is a venerable place with quite a rich history :  Nassington Prebendal Manor.   Dating back to the Saxon period, Nassington was once held by King Cnut and remained in the hands of the crown until 1123 when Henry I granted it to St Mary’s of Lincoln as a prebendum.   And, lo and behold, we have even uncovered the fact that Lionell Woodville (Elizabeth’s brother) was appointed to the prebend from 1464 to 1471!   Nassington has become famous for having the largest 14th century recreated medieval gardens in Europe.  We should find a visit to this site a great way to pass a morning!  Next on our agenda will be Crowland Abbey  (source of the Croyland Chronicle), where Edward IV and a young Richard stayed in 1469 when raising troops to combat rebellion in the north.  Also to be seen in this village is the unique triangular bridge from which they departed the village.  Our final venue today will be the attractive little town of Thaxted in Essex, which boasts both a fine 14th century guildhall still in use today) and a parish church of outstanding beauty.   Edmund Mortimer, Earl of March and his descendants down through Edward IV were all associated with the building of Thaxted Church, an undertaking that took over 170 years to complete – definitely worth our time!

                










      OVERNIGHT (1 night):  Essex

June 29:
Across the Thames in Kent, the Garden of England, lies Rochester Castle.  Built in 1127 by the Archbishop of Canterbury, is the mightiest example of Norman military architecture in England.  (Rochester was much featured in the novels of Charles Dickens, who is buried in its fine small cathedral.)  After a tasty pub lunch, we will make our way to historic Battle Abbey.  Built by William the Conquerer in thanksgiving for his victory at the Battle of Hastings, the abbey today includes an imposing gatehouse and the impressive remains of the dormitory.  We will enjoy a stay in this lovely area for our final two nights on the road.














        OVERNIGHT (2 nights):  Kent or East Sussex        

June 30:
Richard Plantagenet, widely believed to be the unacknowledged natural son of Richard III, came from the small village of Eastwell.  We’ll first pay a brief visit to the peaceful ruins of Eastwell Church, where his death in 1550 was recorded in the parish register.  Here, we’ll hear a touching little legend about his life and discuss more recent speculations about his possible ancestry.  Richard III paid a visit to Canterbury in 1483, and glorious Canterbury Cathedral continues to attract thousands of visitors today.  There are several items of special interest to Ricardians, including a 15th century stained glass window depicting Edward IV, Elizabeth Woodville and their children.   We will end today’s touring in the charming Cinque Port town of Rye.  With its meandering cobbled streets and medieval atmosphere, a visit to Rye seems an appropriate way to close out the day.  Over dinner tonight, we’ll doubtless engage in some reminiscing about where we’ve been and what we’ve seen and learned in the course of our travels together!        
July 1:
On this, the final day of our tour, we have one scheduled venue – the picturesque moated manor house of Ightham Mote, built in the 14th and 15th centuries with later Tudor additions.  A Grade I listed site and Scheduled Monument, Ightham Mote, which has undergone extensive conversation, is of enormous appeal to all who are interested in medieval history; and a visit to this lovely site seems an excellent way to conclude a rewarding trip to the England of Richard’s era.  Boarding our coach for the last time, it’s on to our hotel in the cosmopolitan city of London!  Our tour has now reached its official end, but you are all cordially invited to join your escort tonight for a farewell dinner before we go our various ways.  May you return home safely with many fond memories of our travels with King Richard III!









 
















                 OVERNIGHT:  Central London 





NOTES:     (1)   Sites having known connections with Richard III and his era appear in bold italic.  Others are underlined.   

(2)  Tour members will be provided with a full packet of background information on each site we plan to visit..

A FINAL WORD . . . . . DON”T miss this opportunity to take part in this top-notch Ricardian excursion!  DO say you’ll join us!  Traveling through England’s beautiful countryside and villages with a small group of friendly fellow Ricardians who share your interest in the man called Richard III, enriching your knowledge of him and his times, exploring fascinating places off the beaten track, discovering the best of both medieval and contemporary England = AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE! 

GENERAL INFORMATION

Cost of land tour:
 $ 3,100.00 in shared room (Single Supplement:  $350.00)  - Air extra (see below)

Land tour includes: 
2 days in Edinburgh and 10 days of touring in comfortable midi-coach 


Services of driver/courier and tour coordinator/escort throughout tour 

                                              
11 nights’ accommodation

Full English breakfast daily while touring (Continental breakfast in Edinburgh & London) 

10 evening meals    

                                              
All admissions, entrance fees, and donations to churches included in the itinerary 

                                              
Full baggage handling throughout the tour

                                              
All service charges and value added taxes on the above

                                              
Driver’s gratuity (a generous group tip)

Not included: 
Airfare (tickets arranged by your escort as a courtesy if desired)

                                              
Lunches, snacks, or beverages not included in price of meals

                                              
Expenses in London (meals, hotel, transportation, etc.)

Expenses in Edinburgh (except 1 dinner and your hotel room with Continental breakfast)

Airport transfers (assistance provided with individual arrangements) 

                                              
Laundry, telephone calls, room service, individual tips, or other personal expenses
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Air arrangements:  The land tour begins in Edinburgh on the morning of June 20th, and officially ends in London the afternoon of July 1st.  Linda Treybig will be pleased to help you with your air arrangements, whether you prefer to fly direct to Edinburgh (Continental from Newark) or to Glasgow (most other carriers), with transfer by train to Edinburgh (approx. 1 hour).  OR you are free to make your own air arrangements if you like.  Please note: Dates of both flights are flexible. 

Pre/post-tour arrangements:  Linda will select a central London hotel for the group for the night the tour ends and for any additional nights desired for each member.  If you prefer to spend extra time in Edinburgh before the tour begins, she will also be happy to book additional night(s) for you at our hotel there.  Please ask if you would like assistance with additional travel arrangements – itinerary suggestions, hotel or B & B recommendations, and public transportation or car rental.

Lunches:   Lunches are not included in the price of the tour, so that each person may choose from a varied menu according to his or her appetite.  (Your expense budget should allow at least £6.00 to £7.00 per day for lunch.)

BOOKING CONDITIONS

(Please read carefully):  Reservations are only considered confirmed on receipt of deposit of $350.00 per person. Reservations and deposit must be received by February 8, 2010, but it is wise to book as early as possible. Remember that the early bird gets the worm!    DEPOSIT IS NONREFUNABLE.
Tour balances are due and payable by April 8, 2010.  If later bookings are accepted, payment in full is required at time of booking.  ALL TOUR_PAYMENTS MUST BE BY MONEY ORDER OR BY CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO LINDA TREYBIG.  Regrettably, credit cards cannot be accepted except for airfare or hotel room guarantees.   

RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE

The Richard III Society, Inc. and Linda Treybig, tour coordinator/escort (who acts only as agent in arranging transportation, hotel accommodation and all other services included in this tour) decline all liability or responsibility for any loss or damage to personal property, personal injury, or any expense connected with the provision of services for this tour.  The tour coordinator reserves the right to accept or reject any person as a tour participant and to make changes in the itinerary whenever deemed necessary for the convenience, comfort or safety of the tour participants.  Luggage and personal articles are at the owner’s risk unless insured.  Should the number of participants not meet the minimum number stated (8), the tour coordinator reserves the right to adjust the tour price or to cancel the tour.  However, the tour will not be cancelled less than six (6) weeks before the scheduled date of departure.  If the tour should be cancelled, the limit of liability is the return of monies paid by the tour participant.

For further details, please contact:

LINDA TREYBIG

11813 Erwin Avenue

Cleveland, OH  44135

Phone:  (216) 889-9392;  E-mail:  treybig@worldnetoh.com

In the Footsteps of Richard III

June 20 – July 1, 2010

TOUR REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET:  ________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP:   _________________________________________   PHONE:  _____________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS:   _______________________________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:  ____________________     ALLERGIES OR MEDICAL PROBLEMS:  ________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please note that this information is helpful to tour escort and is confidential.)

I will be sharing a room with:  _______________________________________________   

I am traveling alone but would like to share a room if possible.    _____  Yes     _____  No     

Smoking  ____   Non-smoking  ____         I would like a single room ($350.00 supplement).  _____  Yes

* If, due to your physical condition, you require a shower rather than a bath, please check here.  _____  (Every effort will be made to accommodate your needs.) 

Name, address, phone number & e-mail of family contact in the U.S.:  _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING WHERE APPLICABLE:

Please arrange my airfare, departing from and returning to:

(City)   _________________________________________      (State)  ____________________________​​​​​​​​​_______  

Departure:  June 19, 2010.   Return:  July 2, 2010.    If you prefer an earlier departure or a later return, please complete:  

Departing: ______________________________                 Returning:   __________________________________

I will require accommodation:  In London for ___ nights AFTER the tour.  In Edinburgh for  ___  nights BEFORE the tour.

I would like information about additional travel arrangements while in Britain.  ___  Yes

_________________________________________________________________________________________________   

____

I/We have read and agree to the responsibility clause and to the booking conditions as stated.   Please find $350.00 deposit per person enclosed.   

SIGNATURE(S):   ____________________________________________     DATE:  _______________________   

                              ____________________________________________   

Please mail registration form and deposit payment by check or money order to:

Linda Treybig

11813 Erwin Avenue,  Cleveland, Ohio  44135

Phone:  (216) 889-9392;  E-mail:  treybig@worldnetoh.com
