TWENTIETH  ANNUAL TOUR FOR MEMBERS AND FRIENDS OF THE RICHARD III SOCIETY


Travels with King Richard III

June 19 – 29, 2010
YOU ARE INVITED to join our friendly little group of Ricardians for a delightful journey as we explore the England of Richard III!  This tour is a perfect one for you if you are a sociable person with a keen interest in Richard and in medieval England.   Ranging from North Yorkshire to Wales and on to the south of England, our itinerary will feature a number of not-to-be-missed sites having associations with Richard III, such as Middleham Castle and church, the wonderful medieval city of York, glorious Wells Cathedral, and Bolton, Conisburgh and Corfe castles.  And, of course, we will make our annual pilgrimage to Bosworth Battlefield where Richard lost his crown and his life.  After hanging our lovely memorial wreath at little Sutton Cheyney church, we will make our way to the Battlefield Centre where we’ll meet an excellent guide, be brought up to date on progress at the true battlefield site and pay it a visit.  You can expect an especially rewarding day, now that the actual battlefield site near Stoke Golding has finally been firmly established!  
  The itinerary will be packed with many other fine sites connected with Richard and/or England’s medieval period – Mt. Grace Priory; Tintern Abbey; Salisbury Cathedral; and a plethora of super castles – Kenilworth, Raglan, Chepstow and Kidwelly!  Chief among these will be mighty Pembroke Castle, birthplace of Henry Tudor.  Other interesting sites we plan to include are legendary Glastonbury Abbey and at least two splendid historic homes – Elizabethan Hardwick Hall in Derbyshire and fascinating medieval Tretower Court in Wales – both fine samples of architecture from their era.  The tour will include not only all these sites but even more!   


A truly unique tour, The Last Plantagenet King offers a great alternative to the impersonal, large “package” tour or the hassle of self-drive.  Just sit back and enjoy day after day of leisurely touring and real camaraderie in our comfortable mid-size coach.  Most of our lodgings will be attractive, smaller hotels and coaching inns in market towns and villages, where you’ll be met with a warm welcome, a comfortable room with full amenities, and delicious meals.  We will enjoy many of our lunches at charming country pubs that are recommended for their tasty food.  Our travels will take us through some of Britain’s loveliest scenery, from the more rugged north of England to southwest Wales and finally to the sunny south of England. Your enthusiastic tour coordinator/escort will be long-time member Linda Treybig, who has planned and led 19 previous Ricardian tours.

  During the course of our travels, we will occasionally be welcomed and accompanied on our sightseeing by Ricardian friends from various English branches and groups  always a special treat for us!   AND, whether you are a newcomer or a repeat tour member, you’re practically guaranteed to find our 11 days on the road together an experience never to be forgotten!   

Group size is limited to a maximum of 12 (minimum of 8) with space available on a “first-come, first-served” basis.  Preference will be given to members of the Richard III Society and their family members and friends; and English-speaking Society members from other countries are welcome as well!  Our annual tours have become quite popular and draw many repeat members. Several persons are already committed to the 2011 tour, so please register as early as possible!      

LAND TOUR RATE & PAYMENT SCHEDULE:  $ 3,150.00  (Single Supplement: $400.00).  Deadline for reservation form and deposit of $400.00 is February 8, 2011.  Balance in full is payable by April 8, 2011.  Airfare and expenses in London are NOT included in the rate.  Please see General Information. 

CANCELLATION FEES:

60 days or more before departure:
Loss of deposit plus any non-recoverable payments made on client’s behalf.

45-59 days before departure:
35% of tour cost plus any non-recoverable payments made on client’s behalf. 

30-44 days before departure:
50% of tour cost plus any non-recoverable payments made on client’s behalf.
Less than 30 days before departure: 
Nonrefundable (but any recoverable monies may be returned to client.)                           

CANCELLATION PENALTIES APPLY,

SO TRIP CANCELLATION INSURANCE IS STRONGLY RECOMMENDED.

OUR ITINERARY

June19:
Welcome to all of you!  A remarkable journey awaits us on our arrival at Manchester International Airport this morning.  Where better to begin our travels than Richard’s favorite part of England – North Yorkshire?  Boarding our coach, we will make our way to our welcoming Yorkshire hotel where we will have the rest of the day to relax, take a little catch-up nap, explore our surroundings and get better acquainted with each other.   Then, tonight we will share the first of many delicious dinners together.  








       
            OVERNIGHT (3 nights):  North Yorkshire  

June 20:
Richard’s chosen dwelling in all England must claim high priority in the itinerary of any Ricardian!  So, today our sightseeing will begin in the appealing little market town of Middleham, where we’ll greet old friends from the Yorkshire Branch and spend the morning exploring the extensive ruins of Richard’s mighty castle, as well as the little parish church of St. Mary and St. Alkelda.  After a pub lunch with our friends, we’ll hop aboard our coach for the short trip to Bolton Castle, home of Richard’s faithful supporter, Lord Scrope.  Our second day will conclude with a visit to Mt. Grace Priory, a rare and quite fascinating medieval foundation of the Carthusian order, in which monks lived a solitary life in self-contained, little apartments, somewhat like medieval condos!  Standing in a fully restored unit, one can gain some insight into medieval monastic life as lived up through Richard’s era.  

June 21:
A whole day in the city of York is yours to spend as you choose!  In this timeless, eminently walkable city, you can stroll through a maze of medieval streets, walk the ancient walls, browse in fine shops, and visit many worthy attractions.  You shouldn’t’ miss glorious York Minster (250 years in the making!) or the Merchant Adventurers Hall, Europe’s most outstanding medieval guildhall (with which Richard was doubtless well acquainted).  This marvelous small city also boasts the ruins of Clifford’s Castle, the National Railway Museum, the one-of-a-kind Castle Museum, the York Museum where the famous Middleham Jewel can be found, and much, much more.  And why not enjoy afternoon tea or a tasty lunch at one of York’s restaurants or a riverside pub?  No matter how many times one visits York, there always seems to be something new to see and enjoy!       

June 22:
Turning south this morning, we begin with a short visit to the impressive 12th C. castle at Conisburgh, the birthplace of Richard III’s grandfather and property of the Dukes of York for several centuries. Though strangely modern in appearance, Conisburgh is one of England’s earliest stone castles and a “fun” place to explore!  Our second venue will be “Hardwick Hall, more glass than wall”.  This nonpareil that time and history have miraculously preserved since the 16th century was built by the wealthy and powerful “Bess of Hardwick”, Countess of Shrewsbury and lady-in-waiting to Elizabeth I.  It features a notable collection of furniture, needlework and tapestries – some worked by Bess herself and by Mary, Queen of Scots.  The day comes to an end at the delightful Sysonby Knoll Hotel, a great favorite with all our groups.                  











 




            OVERNIGHT (1 night):  Melton Mowbray 

June 23:
Today is our banner day – the day we pay tribute to the life and death of Richard III!  After hanging our lovely memorial wreath at little Sutton Cheyney church, we’ll transfer to the Bosworth Battlefield Centre.  Here we will be met by our excellent guide and brought up to date on the (recently discovered) true battlefield site.  We are fortunate indeed to be invited to visit this site which lies on privately owned farmland.  (Very few have enjoyed this privilege to date.)  We’ll also take a good look at the interesting church at Stoke Golding, as well as Crown Hill, where Henry Tudor is said to have been crowned.  And, as always, we will make a final stop at Richard’s memorial stone where we will raise a toast to him and you may join others if you wish to leave a simple tribute in the form of a single white rose.  This afternoon, as we make our way towards the Welsh Borders, we will pay a visit to historical Kenilworth Castle. A combination of strong fortification and palatial residential accommodation, Kenilworth features a great hall built by John of Gaunt and Elizabethan gardens but is best known as the home of Robert Dudley, powerful and intimate friend of Elizabeth the First.  

  


                         



     Overnight (1 night):  Gloucestershire or Herefordshire   
June 24:
Heading into Welsh country, our first stop will be Raglan Castle, an impressive late medieval – early Tudor castle of dressed sandstone.  Under the ownership of William Lord Herbert, Yorkist viceroy during the War of Roses and by his Elizabethan descendents, no cost was spared in making Raglan a splendid family monument embellished with sumptuous carvings.  This afternoon, we will pay a visit to Tretower Court, seat of the Vaughan family and an exceptionally complete and picturesque example of a medieval manor house.  Featuring an unusual wall-walk and outstanding oak woodwork from Richard’s era, Tretower stands beside the ruins of a Norman-built castle besieged by Llewelyn the Last and later destroyed by Owen Glendower. 









                OVERNIGHT (2 nights):  South Wales
June 25:
Only two venues today, but both a real treat!  We will be traveling through that part of Wales dubbed “Little England” due to its very early settlement of Normans and continued occupation by the English. First a visit to mighty Pembroke Castle, Henry Tudor’s birthplace and one of the largest Norman castles in Britain, situated on the southwest coast of Wales.  Kidwelly Castle (12th-15th C), is another imposing monument to Norman power.  This remarkably intact castle fell to the Welsh several times but was back in Norman hands by 1201 and remained English from then on.  Of special interest to Ricardians is the fact that it was granted to Rhys ap Thomas (a supposedly loyal Yorkist) by Henry VII after the man’s unexpected about face at the Battle of Bosworth. (And thereby hangs a tale – just ask!)         
June 26:
Heading back towards the English border today, our first visit will be to the splendid ruins of Tintern Abbey.  In its peaceful setting, this abbey has been celebrated in poems and paintings over the centuries.  This afternoon, a visit to Chepstow Castle offers a fitting conclusion to our time spent in Wales.  Strikingly placed on a rock platform high over the River Wye, this rugged Norman castle, built in three stages, is one of the earliest built of stone and is a most rewarding site to explore.  And now, on to our comfortable hotel, with the prospect of a tasty dinner to end the day.       






   Overnight (1 night):  Chepstow or area
June  27:
Today, our ultimate destination is pastoral southern Somerset.  This morning, we will visit glorious Wells Cathedral, one of England’s most beautiful and complete cathedral complexes.   Following lunch, we will explore legendary Glastonbury Abbey, rich in religious and historical connections, including the gravesite believed to be that of King Arthur and Queen Guinevere.  En route to our hotel, we may even catch a glimpse of Cadbury Castle, a hill-fort that is a major claimant to be the Camelot of Arthurian legend!     
       



       

             













                     OVERNIGHT (2 nights):  South Somerset or Dorset
June 28:
Two days of sightseeing in this area begin with a visit to the dramatic ruins of Corfe Castle.  Set on a hill above its attractive stone village, Corfe Castle has a colorful history and is a truly invigorating site to visit  It has specific connections to King John and was also once in the keeping of a young Richard III as Constable and later of Lady Margaret Beaufort.  Venues this afternoon and tomorrow morning will chosen from the following as time permits:  Montacute House (one of the glories of late Elizabethan architecture), Sherborne Abbey (a structure of grace and beauty with ancient roots and superlative 15th C. fan vaulting), OR Athelhampton House (a lovely late medieval home with fine gardens and an excellent dovecote).  And we also plan to include a little time at leisure to do some last-minute window-shopping or pick up another memento or two before calling it a day.
June 29:
On this, the final day of our travels together, our schedule will include a yet-to-be-determined but enjoyable venue and a visit to noble Salisbury Cathedral.  Built in only 38 years and claiming the tallest spire in England, Salisbury is the only cathedral of absolutely uniform design.  Its many memorials and effigies include the tomb of Henry VII’s gigantic standard-bearer, Sir John Cheyney.  Then, climbing aboard our coach for the last time, we will make our way to the great cosmopolitan city of London.  

Our tour has now reached its official end, but you are all cordially invited to join your escort tonight for a farewell dinner before we go our various ways.  May you return home safely with many fond memories of our travels with King Richard III!      

Please note that, due to the necessity of preparing our itinerary many months ahead of time, it may be subject to a change or two.  Thank you for your understanding!

NOTES:      (1)   Sites having known connections with Richard III and his era appear in bold italic.  Others are underlined.   

(2) Tour members will be provided with a full packet of background information on each site we plan to visit.
A FINAL WORD . . . . . DON”T miss the opportunity to take part in this top-notch Ricardian excursion!  DO say you’ll join us!  Traveling through England’s beautiful countryside and villages with a small group of friendly fellow Ricardians who share your interest in the man called Richard III, enriching your knowledge of him and his times, exploring fascinating places off the beaten track, discovering the best of both medieval and contemporary England = AN UNFORGETTABLE EXPERIENCE! 

GENERAL INFORMATION

Cost of land tour:
 $ 3,150.00 in shared room (Single Supplement:  $400.00).  Air extra (see below)

Land tour includes: 
11 days of touring in comfortable midi-coach 


Services of driver/courier and tour coordinator/escort throughout tour 

                                              
10 nights’ accommodation

Full English breakfast daily while touring

10 evening meals    

                                              
All admissions, entrance fees, and donations to churches included in the itinerary 

                                              
Full baggage handling throughout the tour

                                              
All service charges and value added taxes on the above

                                              
Driver’s gratuity (a generous group tip)

Not included: 
Airfare (tickets arranged by your escort as a courtesy if desired)

                                              
Lunches, snacks, or beverages not included in price of meals

                                              
Any expenses in London (accommodation, meals, transportation, etc.)

Airport transfers (assistance provided with individual arrangements) 

                                             
Laundry, telephone calls, room service, individual tips, or other personal expenses

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Air arrangements:  The land tour begins in Manchester on the morning of June 19th, and officially ends in London the afternoon of June 29th.  Linda Treybig will be pleased to help you with your air arrangements, OR you are free to make your own air arrangements if you like.  Please note: Dates of both flights are flexible. 

Pre/post-tour arrangements:  Linda will select a central London hotel for the group for the night the tour ends AND for any additional nights desired for each member.  Please ask if you would like assistance with any extra travel arrangements – i.e., extra time in England either before or after the tour, itinerary suggestions, hotel or B & B recommendations, and public transportation or car rental.

Lunches:   Lunches are not included in the price of the tour, so that each person may choose from a varied menu according to his or her appetite.  (Your expense budget should allow at least £6.00 to £7.00 per day for lunch.)

BOOKING CONDITIONS

Please read carefully:  Reservations are only considered confirmed on receipt of deposit of $400.00 per person. Reservations and deposit must be received by February 8, 2011, but it is wise to book as early as possible. Remember that the early bird gets the worm!    DEPOSIT IS NONREFUNABLE.

Tour balances are due and payable by April 8, 2011.  If later bookings are accepted, payment in full is required at time of booking.  ALL TOUR_PAYMENTS MUST BE BY MONEY ORDER OR BY CHECK MADE PAYABLE TO LINDA TREYBIG.  Regrettably, credit cards cannot be accepted except for airfare or hotel room guarantees.   

RESPONSIBILITY CLAUSE

The Richard III Society, Inc. and Linda Treybig, tour coordinator/escort (who acts only as agent in arranging transportation, hotel accommodation and all other services included in this tour) decline all liability or responsibility for any loss or damage to personal property, personal injury, or any expense connected with the provision of services for this tour.  The tour coordinator reserves the right to accept or reject any person as a tour participant and to make changes in the itinerary whenever deemed necessary for the convenience, comfort or safety of the tour participants.  Luggage and personal articles are at the owner’s risk unless insured.  Should the number of participants not meet the minimum number stated (8), the tour coordinator reserves the right to adjust the tour price or to cancel the tour.  However, the tour will not be cancelled less than six (6) weeks before the scheduled date of departure.  If the tour should be cancelled, the limit of liability is the return of monies paid by the tour participant.

For further details, please contact:

LINDA TREYBIG

11813 Erwin Avenue

Cleveland, OH  44135

Phone:  (216) 889-9392; E-mail: lntreybig@att.net

Travels with King Richard III

June 19 – June 29, 2011
TOUR REGISTRATION FORM

NAME:  __________________________________________________________________________________________

STREET:  ________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY, STATE, ZIP:   _________________________________________   PHONE:  _____________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:   _______________________________________________________________________________

DATE OF BIRTH:  ____________________     ALLERGIES OR MEDICAL PROBLEMS:  ________________________ _________________________________________________________________________________________

(Please note that this information is helpful to your tour escort and is confidential.)

I will be sharing a room with:  _______________________________________________   

I am traveling alone but would like to share a room if possible.    _____  Yes     _____  No     

Smoking  ____   Non-smoking  ____         I would like a single room ($400.00 supplement).  _____  Yes

* If, due to your physical condition, you require a shower rather than a bath, please check here.  _____  (Every effort will be made to accommodate your needs.) 

Name, address, phone number & e-mail of family contact in the U.S.:  _____________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________

COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING WHERE APPLICABLE:

Please arrange my airfare, departing from and returning to:

(City)   _________________________________________      (State)  ____________________________​​​​​​​​​_______  

Departure:  June 18, 2011.   Return:  June 30, 2011.    If you prefer an earlier departure or a later return, please complete:  

Departing: ______________________________                 Returning:   __________________________________

I will require accommodation:  In London for a total of  ___ nights AFTER the tour.

I would like information about additional travel arrangements while in Britain.  ___  Yes

_________________________________________________________________________________________________   

____

I/We have read and agree to the responsibility clause and to the booking conditions as stated.   Please find $400.00 deposit per person enclosed.   

SIGNATURE(S):   ____________________________________________     DATE:  _______________________   

                              ____________________________________________   

Please mail registration form and deposit payment by check or money order to:

Linda Treybig

11813 Erwin Avenue,  Cleveland, Ohio  44135

Phone:  (216) 889-9392;  E-mail:  lntreybig@att.net
