STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE CHAPTER OF YORK MINSTER
7 th FEBRUARY 2013
The Chapter of York understands the strong feeling of some people in
York and Yorkshire that Richard III is significant to the history of the
County and that therefore his body ought to be returned. York Minster
itself has a window in his memory and many reminders of Richard's
place in our story.
However, the recent verification of the identity of his remains follows a
significant period in which Leicester and Leicestershire gained a sense
of Richard belonging there, at least in death. It was Leicester
Franciscans who gave him burial, and the cathedral has a major
memorial to his memory at its heart. When the possibility of an
excavation of the Greyfriars site began, it was agreed from the start
that any remains found would be reinterred in Leicester. When the
archaeologists found an intact body the Ministry of Justice licence was
drawn up in those terms and explicitly named Leicester Cathedral. Since
the news of the finding last year local people, like the people of York,
have expressed a very strong wish that Richard, who has been with
them since 1485, should stay in their keeping.
The Chapter supports the terms of the Ministry of Justice licence and
the wish of Chapter of Leicester that Richard should be reinterred in
Leicester Cathedral. The Chapter of York commends Richard to
Leicester's care and to the cathedral community's prayers.
*******
Below is a summary of the comments made by the Bishop of
Leicester:
On Thursday evening the Bishop of Leicester stated that, whilst he
understood those people who were calling for Richard to be buried in a
catholic church, history showed that the Church of England was the
inheritor of the faith of this country and, as such, it was eminently
appropriate for Richard to be buried in Leicester Cathedral. He added
that he was already in talks with the Roman Catholic Bishop of
Nottingham who had confirmed that he was very willing to take part in
the funeral service.
*****

